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CHUTCKS& AT POAGE LAHE—near Clover Lick 

•1’ke very first church services in this com-unity v ere held 
±u e school hjuse on the lends of \oode Poage and at another 
school hjuse near the Ton house, vhere a man by the name of Tom 
lived. The place iE still called Ton Hollor. 

The first church to he b.uilt vos an old log church, dedicate.* 
Union Chapel Church, hut always called Beverage Church. The deed 
for the land was given Hovember 25, 1073 by Jacob Beverage, 5r. 
and Busan his vif e/ to I. W. -lien, Levi Beverage, William B. 
Hannah, John A. Beverage end Isaac ohinabe^y, trustees. The 
church res huilt end dedicated the following year (1874). although 
it ves not ceiled for about ten years, at which time Uarcus 
Laugh v'as given the contract to do the vork. He tongue ei.d L roo.~u 
the lumber by hand and put up the ceiling in three v eeks. 

Bavaaah Beverage V.augh, daughter of Jacob Beverage, Jr., 

tells me that vhen she was a girl this oil church was always 
filled rith people on Sunday, and that she has: known os many os 
70 children and young people to he enrolled in the Sunday sc r ?ol 
at one time, besides the many adults who attended, np-iin - e 
100. 

rather large Emilies, end ever; one * ent to c- urufc in v. >. • 

This was a union church from lc7* to 10*0, and vt s ui ed 
by all branches of Ilethodists and Duukarde. Those vho were early 






r.re 


. -c of this church, be ere ronenhered by tV.e older people. 

nc*niters ^ 

Jacob beverage, or, - vusau beverage 

LdV i beverage- J aue beverage 

Jacob beverage, Jr. - Kachel beverage 

John beverage-^ry beverage 


X. V.elton Allen-iSliza Allen 

Abraham dhineberry-Mildred ohineberry 

Isaac. Shinaberry --Jernsha Shinaberry 

Ur. and Mrs. Peter ohinaberry 
Ur. and lira. Phillip learner 
Ur. and Mrs William b. Hannah 
Ur. and Mrs. Jacob Ghinaberry 
ur. and -lire, Marion Hay 


Ur. and Mrs. Brooke Wore 
Ur. and Ure. Peter Carr 
Ur and Mrs. James Priel t —• 

Hev. Joseiih beverage res a local preacher at this churci. 
done of these were Methodists and some of them Duniiuras, but 
they alvaye vors'niped together, and vent oO hem b11 1 e 1 
regardless of denomination. it is said that while the Dui^rds 
t usually shout,.1 

shout. Levi Beverage always shouted rhen they aim* . 

Golden Harps”. Once vhen the Dunkarde were having their foot 
vt sfc ing, Jane Beverage got happy shouted 

church barefooted. Bhe vent up to the pr^-cher, Joe Uiller, snft 
■ ., ’If m; ' r -. of ' or ship!: : • 

tt/i :.y name from the church roll? ^“t hS ' 11 l * 

v* or ship . it Jo . tl ray he tells yoi to. ‘ " y e 
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rhoutiug). The ret t of the members politely vf.ited 


Veliev* 

til e).o 'Mt through Ehcmtlug »>nd ha ok to her place, then they 
v*nt on * 1th the foot washing. 

These people rare treat for having basket dinners and all 

ilpy noeti:ifc'8. They sometimes ha. I as many as four in one sunner. 

in 18*0 Jacob Beverage, Jr. end HaoLel hie rife deeded 
the Union Chapel church property to the Methodist Bpiecoprl 
Church, but It vaa to b e ueel 
rith all of 

By iy00 1 /theC\eople of this Fide of the Poage Lane coraun- 
if had passed away or moved eleerhere, and the other side of the 
comir.unit. had become more thickly populated, so the church 
services rere transferred to the present Por. e e Lane school house. *? e U 
This school house was used as a community center from that time 


until 1*1* when the Vioods Boage Chapel was built, -ore Oj. those 
rho were class leaders at the school house were: Levi Beverage, 
John Beverage, Jacob Laugh, Busan Halcomb, George lislconb, 

Lydia Mo Clung, Davis ohineberry and nrcie lie Clung. 

John Bevex'age and Utry Beverage, his wife, lived t v o miles 
eway yet rarely if ever missed a service, They had tV’O black 
horses that-they rode to church, and people of the community 
still remember thes two good people thpugh they have been dead 


many years. 

In 1819 the people of the Poage Lane community had a chance 
to buy a church building that had been built by the Lumber Company 
at Haywood, end since the company had moved out and rort o the 
people ’• ith it, the church rne no longer being used. 'This ~afc* a 
tvo story building. The lower story vt.f uped ap a church i nd 







1 ■ ball, 'Phe outer 

to itt present location nt PoGge Ltme. The money raitfl 1 by 

■ - ■' • ■ ■ ■. • • >i It was paid 

s. oz.vr.unitiOH * it was built at a tine when lumbering v &e ot its 
height in this section of the county, and it vr.e not difficult 

to collect money for church purposes. 

The lot was given by Quincy W. foage and Uatti'e A* Poape 
to the t *ustees who ware John !?• Poagn, J. 0. Menn, Q* \»« Poage 
and Charles Shinaberry. 

While the church wps dedicated V?oods Poage Chf-pel, in 
memory of hoods Ponge the first settler in the community end 
father of the t' o Poage 1?r&th.6rs for which the oossruaiity wet 
named, it is usually called Poage Lane Church, it cost about 
„■ 1^00. vhen completed, and vat n one story building vith 
comfortable seats, and heated by to wood stoves. It van built 
under the pastorate of 0. lilies, Presbyterian,and C. B. 

Kutlidge, Methodist. It was deeded to the Presbyterians but vf.e 
to be open to all denomina t ioils when not in use by the Brcj-i ytarims 
This church ves for many" years a mission point of Alexander 
Memorial church at 3 tony Bottom. Hev. 0. -“ilea v as for twelve 
years llylB- 1‘J.hOJ pastor of this church and the only Presbyterian 
pastor they here hsd. 

It vas used by the Methodists until in 1026 when it ’re 

discontinued as a Methodist appointment. Since 1930 it hsF been 
usedlhe i-rethern with Aigh as tho pastor. At the present 

time there is only c few Methodist and Prc-F>; t< *' n ambers, but 
quite a class of Brethern. I these Brethern contribute o-or; little 
toward the upueep of the church, and since the other classes <rc 
co email the church is in need of repair.) 



Amoos the ulnae l.ndere of vnrloue denoninetlone in this 

, - .vi ‘j are J. O. liana, Woodrie Por. f « 

church since it ran hnilt in lJU ure » 

, >__p Gsorrio 0* Ghiuaherry ana H*ry 

Charles ohinaherry, Ida Grimes, ueor t -x 

Dominici, 


Moet of the people telle little interest in the uh-r-h 

mi - more, the onlf dnnde, — «"> ^ ^ 

conducted V Ms c. -hinsherr, for the y .«nf po-le ■ 
children, the heinp the onl, -*» - — — 
of th . hrethem nenhere mended to pet out to preechi.nr 

e month. 


In luoB the people 
on the church, find Opal * 
to help ut 


hired iillie Allen to pnt a ner roo. 
jhinnherry gave a nor Allndiu lonp 
still needs some repairs vor? nUuh 



■ - «nait.v of Pourhontns 



01 lie,7 



Important things In tho Oeod to Union Uhnpol 



Uovonbar 55, 1B73- Jacob beverage and Cue an hit* rife, 
parti at of the first part and 1* W. Allen, Levi Boverege, 

••illIan b, Hannah, John A. Beverage and lf*aao chinaherrp, 
trustees, psrtlss of the fecond part- far the consideration of 
one dollar- doth oohvey to the shore truateea and their 
in office one half acre nore or leas that they shall erect 
end build or oeuae to he erected or built e house or place of 
puhlio vorehip of Almighty Cod for the use of tho members and 
friends of the various evangelical denominations residing vith- 
ln convenient distance of said house of -rahip. Said trustees 
shell originate and maintain a regular corporative government 
among themselves, '"hick shall he reueved as often at occasion 
D£ y require, in the event a vacancy shall occur in said hoard 
shell he filled from the congregation in regular at.cu-an 
at said house ,f vorehip. by election, by a majority of the 
remaining members of said hoard and by confirmation agreeable 

to the 1#*"* Of West Virginia. 

oaid trustees shall alio' said house to be occupied 

by an;, evangelical minister or properly authori sed layman or a 
place of -o.-shio by regular appointment, the particular hours 
for "hich shall be : rrahged by the president of the Board, a,id 
the party to Uridine the time as to ,ive nil denominations 
contrii otinc tomard the erection of . 0*4 house , proport_ona-y 




arunl « coi ns lenatlcnl privlledpoB therei n, provided no Hppaint- 
i:i!Ut for preKuhiiiti or nee ting Bhnll ho throvji firvard rore thru 
• i vceJiB fron the day it Ip niniounund, and uot more thnu ane 
appointment announced at one tine for sudd houro for ony aae 
denotin' tion except for protrncted meetings vhieh nhr.ll occupy 
five de;.r ir. succession if uecenenry. And provided further thnl the 
oldest appointment ehnll alvnya hold pood unlepr relinouirhed by 
the party or his agent making it . 

Any party '"rntingly or "’illingly violating any of 
the provisions herein contained so as to create diaturhance to 
any extent shall forfeit his rights to use said houpe. 

ceil church shall be called union chapel anil shall he 

is 

under the care as herein ret fort of the trustees 'hon is 
expected such action on the premises as rill promote the per-ce 
Hud ouiet of the community, to have and. to hold *-ith all its 
impertinences, and rith general vt rren-y. 

•fhe lest deed given hy Jacob leverage ur. raid his 
i-l f e liachel is dated April 26, 18U0, and mode to John A. beverage, 

u i Hi arc 1. - QOb M. 

beverage, tx-asteee. 


Prom - Deed books 


note- 

Jacob bevex-age no doubt realised there null be some 
difficult 5er arise over the use of a Union cr.urch, and •• « 

loubt f-e reason he tel forth ell of these provisions cm* mi:,' 
■ -. « ch rch. It ■/ - ^ W - ■ 

u t long so ”ell together. 


: ^ri 1% th 



